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Deputies of the Scioto County Sheriff's Office will be getting laptops in their cruisers.

Sheriff Marty Donini said the computers, paid for by state and federal grant money, will be used to create a database for his office and to automatically do the federal government's Uniform Crime Reports.

“The idea started last year,” Donini said, after the office received a $13,000 local law enforcement block grant that allowed them to buy six laptops.

Instead of setting up six officers, they applied for a second grant of $50,000 that allowed them to get a total of 30 computers.

The computers are part of the process of getting the Scioto County Sheriff's Office aligned with standardized crime reporting.

“With this new form, with these computers, all the information will be sent over the Internet to Ohio Criminal Justice Services, who sends it to the federal government,” Donini said. “The reports will all be typed so they will be legible.”

	


Donini said the system will be a transition from their current paper system.

The patrol officer will type in the information on the standardized forms and when he pulls up to the Sheriff's Office the information will be loaded onto the office's server, via a wireless connection, and then it goes to Columbus.

“That means our clerk won't have to type in the 5,000 reports we have every year,” Donini said. “When a detective gets a case assigned to him, he can go on to our main database and pull up the file. That means all the file cabinets are gone.”

Although the computers will have access to the Internet, the sheriff said they are taking “baby steps” in allowing access, and they are having a program that limits where an officer can go on the Net.

	

	


“We'll allow them to go to sites like Common Pleas Court, the Sheriff's Office, Municipal Court and Anderson's Publishing for the law books,” Donini said. “But to simply allow them to go on the Internet and view videos, no.”

Capt. John Murphy said patrol officers are very interested in using the new system.

“The biggest majority of the officers working the streets are very interested in this and anxious to get it going,” he said. The first batch of officers had training on Tuesday.

“This is kind of a building block,” Murphy said. “We're hoping to get card swipes so we can take information from the Ohio driver's license and fill out all the (information) fields in the report.”

“It's going to save time in a lot of ways,” Donini said. “Hopefully in the next 90 days all the officers will have this in their cars.”
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